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Discussion Items for Scheduled Examiner Interview 



Lucas A. Stelling, Examiner 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1 450 

Dear Mr. Stelling: 



The Applicant appreciates the opportunity to discuss the above-referenced 
matter during the Examiner Interview scheduled for April 6, 2010, at 12:00 noon ET, 
The interview will focus on the claims submitted in the Amendment After Final dated 
March 22, 2010. The claims for discussion are set forth below. 
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27. (new) An apparatus for separating mud from water of an air- mud-water mixture, 
comprising: 

a water tank defining a first reservoir and having a water tank inlet and a water tank 
outlet in an upper portion thereof; and 

a separation device defining a second reservoir, the second reservoir defining a mud 

reservoir at a bottom end thereof, coupled to and disposed at least partially within 
the water tank at a bottom of the water tank and extending into the water tank so 
that the water tank at least partially surrounds the separation device, the first and 
second reservoirs being separated by walls of the separation device to prevent 
direct fluid communication between the first and second reservoirs, and a 
separation device inlet having a first end configured to be in fluid communication 
with a mud tank and a second open end extending into the separation device 
with the second open end positioned above the mud reservoir such that an air- 
mud-water mixture being pumped through the separation device inlet sprays into 
the second reservoir causing mud in the air-mud-water mixture to settle into the 
mud reservoir and water from the air-mud-water mixture to be pumped through 
an outlet in a top end of the separation device; 

whereby the water from the separation device can be pumped into the water tank inlet 
and deposited in the first reservoir and air within the water tank can flow through 
the water tank outlet. 
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28. (new) The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising a baffle positioned within the 
second reservoir and spaced from the second open end of the separation device inlet 
so that the air-mud-water mixture being pumped through the separation device inlet 
sprays against the baffle. 

29. (new) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the separation device is substantially 
coaxially positioned within the water tank with the water tank and separation device 
being substantially vertically oriented. 

30. (new) The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising a four-way valve having first 
and second valve inlets and first and second valve outlets, the first and second valve 
inlets being coupled to the water tank and separation device outlets, the first valve outlet 
being coupled to a pump that is coupled to the water tank inlet and the second valve 
outlet being in fluid communication with the vicinity. 

31 . (new) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein in a first state the four-way valve directs 
a flow from the separation device outlet to the first valve outlet and from the water tank 
outlet to the second valve outlet and in a second state the four-way valve directs a flow 
from the second valve outlet to the first valve outlet and from the water tank outlet to the 
separation device outlet. 



PAGE 4/10 ' RCVD AT 4/5/2010 1:30:24 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-5/1 * DNIS:2704725 * CSID:8014780076 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-36 



04/05/2010 11:36 8014780076 



MORRISS OBRYANT COMP 



PAGE 05/10 



In re Application of Dietmar Kaiser 
Application Serial No. 10/560,240 
Discussion Items for Scheduled Examiner Interview 

Page 4 

32. (new) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the separation device inlet comprises a 
tube substantially vertically extending within the second reservoir from a bottom of the 
separation device defining the mud reservoir between the tube and the walls of the 
separation device and the baffle is positioned above the open end of the separation 
device inlet. 

33. (new) The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising a mud tank separate from the 
water tank and separation device having a mud tank outlet in fluid communication with 
the separation device inlet. 

34. (new) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the mud tank is substantially horizontally 
oriented and comprises a cover on one end thereof configured to be swivelled upwardly 
to allow removal of solid materials contained therein. 

35. (new) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the separation device is contained 
within the water tank and wherein an outer wall of the separation device forms an inner 
wall of the water tank. 

36. (new) The apparatus of claim 35, wherein the water tank and separation device are 
substantially cylindrical ly shaped and an air-water mixture flowing into the water tank 
inlet is directed somewhat tangentially into the first reservoir for forming a cyclone in the 
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water tank. 

37. (new) An apparatus for separating water from a mud-water mixture, comprising: 
a mud tank; 
a pump; 

a water tank defining a first reservoir and having a water tank inlet coupled to a pump 
outlet of the pump and a water tank outlet in an upper portion thereof; and 

a separation device defining a second reservoir, the second reservoir defining a mud 

reservoir at a bottom end thereof, coupled to and disposed at least partially within 
the water tank at a bottom of the water tank and extending into the water tank so 
that the water tank at least partially surrounds the separation device, the first and 
second reservoirs being separated by walls of the separation device to prevent 
direct fluid communication between the first and second reservoirs, and a 
separation device inlet having a first end in fluid communication with the mud 
tank and a second open end extending into the separation device with the 
second open end positioned above the mud reservoir; 

whereby an air-mud-water mixture being pumped by the pump through the separation 
device inlet sprays into the second reservoir causing the mud in the air-mud- 
water mixture to settle into the mud reservoir and the water to be pumped 
through an outlet in an upper end of the separation device into the pump with the 
water pumped into the water tank inlet and deposited in the first reservoir and the 
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air within the water tank flowing out of the water tank through the water tank 
outlet. 

38. (new) The apparatus of claim 37, further comprising a baffle positioned within the 
second reservoir and spaced from the second open end of the separation device inlet 
so that the air-mud-water mixture being pumped through the separation device inlet 
sprays against the baffle, 

39. (new) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the separation device is positioned 
substantially within the water tank with the water tank and separation device being 
substantially vertically oriented. 

40. (new) The apparatus of claim 37, further comprising a four-way valve having first 
and second valve inlets and first and second valve outlets, the first and second valve 
inlets being coupled to the water tank and separation device outlets, the first valve outlet 
being coupled to a pump that is coupled to the water tank inlet and the second valve 
outlet being in fluid communication with the vicinity. 

41 . (new) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein in a first state the four-way valve directs 
a flow from the separation device outlet to the first valve outlet and from the water tank 
outlet to the second valve outlet and in a second state the four-way valve directs a flow 
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from the second valve outlet to the first v)alve outlet and from the water tank outlet to the 
separation device outlet. 



42. (new) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the separation device inlet comprises a 
tube substantially vertically extending within the second reservoir from a bottom of the 
separation device defining the mud reservoir between the tube and the walls of the 
separation device and the baffle is positioned above the open end of the separation 
device inlet. 



43. (new) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the mud tank is separate from the water 
tank and separation device. 



44. (new) The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the mud tank is substantially horizontally 
oriented and comprises a cover on one end thereof configured to be swivelled upwardly 
to allow removal of solid materials contained therein. 



45. (new) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the separation device is contained 
within the water tank and wherein an outer wall of the separation device forms an inner 
wall of the water tank. 



46. (new) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the water tank and separation device are 
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substantially cylindrical ly shaped and an air-water mixture flowing into the water tank 
inlet is directed somewhat tangentially into the first reservoir for forming a cyclone in the 
water tank. 
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REMARKS 

The Amendment After Final canceled claims 1-8, 11-15, 18, 19 and 21-26 and 
added new claims 27-46. The new claims shall be discussed in the interview with the 
Examiner on April 6, 2010. 



Respectfully submitted, 

/Frank W. Compagni/ 

Frank W. Compagni 

Registration No. 40,567 

Attorney for Applicant 

MORRISS O' BRYANT COMPAGNI, P.C. 

734 East 200 South 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 

Telephone: (801 ) 478-0071 

Facsimile: {801)478-0076 
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